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OCPS Distance Learning Packet 

Grade 3 ELA 

Week of Monday, May 18th and 25th 

Day Standard Instructions 

Monday ● Research Writing

● Draw on information from multiple print or

digital sources

● Read and review the skills slides

● Break down the writing prompt

● Determine a purpose for reading and writing

Tuesday ● Research Writing

● Draw on information from multiple print or

digital sources

● Determine the meaning of general

academic and domain-specific words and

phrases in a text

● Read and review the skills slides

● Read and annotate Kids Dig In

● Answer the questions

Wednesday ● Research Writing

● Draw on information from multiple print or

digital sources

● Use text features and search tools to

locate information

● Read and review skills slides

● Reread Kids Dig In

● Answer the questions

Thursday ● Research Writing

● Determine the meaning of general

academic and domain-specific words and

phrases in a text

● Use text features and search tools to

locate information

● Read and review skills slides

● Read and annotate Students Learn to Grow

Vegetables and Fruits in School Garden

● Answer the questions

Friday ● Research Writing

● Group related information together

● Develop the topic with facts, definitions,

and details

● Develop and strengthen writing by

planning

● Collect information from the texts.

● Create Controlling and Main Ideas

● Plan your news report using a graphic

organizer

Tuesday ● Research Writing

● Develop and strengthen writing by revising

and editing

● Write your news report

● Review and edit your writing

Wednesday ● Research Writing

● Develop and strengthen writing by revising

and editing

● Complete revisions of your writing

● Present your news report

Daily: Read a book of your choice for 30 minutes. 
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**If your student needs assistance with any of the content presented in these lessons, 
please contact their teacher. All Orange County Public School teachers are committed 
to supporting our students throughout this distance learning experience. Thank you 
for all that you do to maintain a strong School/Home connection!

Monday 

Review: We will be completing a mini-research project where you will research a topic, collect and 
organize information from two texts, and write a news report to present to others. You can preview 
the news report on the last page of this packet. The topic and your purpose for reading and writing 
will be based on the prompt below.  

Directions: Read and unpack the prompt by identifying the skills (what you need to do) and the 
knowledge (what you need to know) you need to complete this task. Then you will determine a 
purpose for reading and writing.  

Unpack the Prompt 
Circle action words. Underline words/phrases that show what knowledge you will need to write the 
essay. 

Skills (Verbs) 
What do I need to be able to DO? 

Knowledge 
What do I need to KNOW? 
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Determine the Purpose 
What is the purpose for reading and writing? 

Tuesday 

Directions:  We will read our first reliable source to gain information on the topic of gardening. As you 
read, annotate based on your purpose for reading and also pay close attention to words and phrases 
relevant to this topic. After reading, review the skills slide below and answer the question.  
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Review: When we determine the meaning of these words, there are several strategies that we can use. The 
first strategy is to use context clues, which I know we have done a lot with this year. Remember context clues 
are clues in the sentences in a text that will give hints about the meaning of a word or phrase.  Another 
strategy is to use affixes and root words to help us break down and determine the meaning of a word.  By 
identifying word parts such as re-, pre-, dis-, -ful, and -ment I can determine the meaning.  

Directions: Write a short response to the following questions.  
Based on the text Kids Dig In , what are the crops  the students are planting and growing? 

According to the text, what does the author mean when he writes that “They harvested the crops in 
January” ? 
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©

        Kids Dig In
Time to Garden
More students are growing their own food.

Courtesy of Madison Elementary Courtesy of Madison Elementary
Students enjoy a tasty salad.

The vegetables were washed and served at a salad bar. Extra food was sold in the school cafeteria for lunch. This 
month, students will plant tomatoes, corn, sunflowers, and strawberries. 

Students Grow to Love Vegetables
Why are students learning how to grow gardens? Teachers want kids to learn healthy eating habits. Healthy foods 
give the body the energy it needs to grow and heal. Many kids are now trying new foods and learning they like 
them. Lisa Samuelson is the parent volunteer in charge of the program. She says a lot of students have told her, “I 
like salad. I didn’t think I liked salad!” Then those students have gone home and asked their parents to buy veg-
etables that they have tried at school. Samuelson’s daughter, Lucy, is one of those students. She is in second grade. 
“I love the garden,” she says. “I didn’t really like vegetables before we had the garden. Then we found out that 
gardening is cool. Now I like vegetables. My favorite is carrots.”

© 2012 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 

   Courtesy of Madison Elementary       Courtesy of Madison Elementary

Students at Madison Elementary gather around their garden. Kids plant crops and later harvest them.

Fruit and vegetable gardens are popping up at schools across the country. How did they get there? Students planted 
them.

Kids at Madison Elementary School in Redondo Beach, California, plant gardens in the fall and the spring. 
In October, they planted lettuce, radishes, carrots, broccoli, peas, and cauliflower. They harvested the crops in 
January. To harvest is to gather a crop
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Wednesday

Review: Today we are looking at standard RI.2.5. In this standard, we are using text features and search 
tools in order to locate information that is relevant to a given topic. But as we use those text features, we 
should be doing it efficiently. Efficiently means that we will be able to use the text features to help us find the 
information quickly without wasting a lot of time looking for the information. That is part of what text features 
do, they help to organize the author’s thoughts in a text which will also help the reader understand the text 
better and be able to come back to information quickly and easily because of the use of text features. 

Directions: Reread Kids Dig In and answer the following questions.  
Under which heading can you find information on how students have changed since beginning their 
gardens?  

How do the labels and captions under each photograph help the reader understand the text? 
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Thursday 

Directions: Today you will read and annotate your second reliable source, Students Learn to Grow 
Vegetables and Fruits in School Garden, for more information on the topic of gardening. Remember 
to review your purpose for reading and writing based on the prompt before you begin reading the text. 
Then answer the following questions.  

Use the following sentences from the text to determine what the author means by the phrase strange 
place.  

Her school is in a strange place for such a big garden. It is in the middle of the city. It is near 
auto shops and fast food places. 

Under which heading can you find information on the health benefits of gardens? 

What information can the reader gain from the photograph and caption? 
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Students learn how to grow fruits, vegetables
in school garden

U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy (right) and students of John C. Fremont High School hold a beet grown in the school's Gardening
Apprenticeship Program plot on the campus, which is located south of downtown Los Angeles. AP/Nick Ut

LOS ANGELES, Calif. — Not long ago, Elizabeth Castro had never tasted beets. Now she eats

them. She even grows them.

Elizabeth is 15 years old. She goes to a gardening club at school.  She grows fruits and vegetables

there. Her school is in a strange place for a such a big garden. It is in the middle of the city. It is

near auto shops and fast food places. She brings home some of the things she grows for her family

to try.

The garden was started four years ago. Soon the school will build a greenhouse. Then the students

can grow food when it is cold out.

Gardens Help People Be Healthy

Gardening programs help people be healthy. Growing food that is good for them makes them want

to eat it.

By Associated Press, adapted by Newsela staff on 12.03.15
Word Count 280
Level 530L
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

The program helps children eat more fruits and vegetables. This helps them to not get fat.

The program is after school. It is 12 weeks long. Students grow all kinds of food. They cook using

what they grow.

Students Eat Better, Do Better In School

Many of the school's students are overweight. The garden will help them in many ways.

The people who run the program said students in it eat better. They also do better in school.

Trying New Things

Azucena Lozoya is 16 years old. She is in the program. Azucena signed up because she had never

tried anything like it.  Azucena said she has enjoyed tasting vegetables like kale. Her mother never

made things like that.

Many schools have outside spots that are not used. It would help kids eat better and do better if

schools made those places into gardens.
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Friday 

Today we will use our annotations to collect and organize text evidence, create a controlling idea, and 
create main idea statements to guide the creation of our news report.  

Review the writing prompt below. 

Step #1:  Collect and organize related information from the texts. 

● Your evidence should provide details related to the writing prompt (growing your own
food).

● As you select your evidence, start to think about the similarities in the evidence. Think,
How does this evidence lead you to a main idea? Will the evidence support the main idea you
are considering?

○ Consider what the author wanted you, the reader, to understand about growing your
own garden for food.

Sort your evidence into the evidence table below. Be sure to list evidence that shows the benefits 
to growing your own garden for food.  

Kids Dig In Students Learn How to Grow Vegetables 

and Fruits in School Garden  
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Step #2: Write your controlling idea. 

● Controlling Idea =  Topic + Point
● Remember a controlling idea provides the overall focus. It will be your news report

headline.
○ Think: How can you draw the reader's attention to the benefits of growing their own

garden for food?

Write your controlling idea below. 

Step #3: Write your main idea statement(s). 

● Main Idea =  Topic + Point
● Remember, a main idea statement provides an answer or reason for the prompt and the

controlling idea.
○ We already determined that we need to explain the benefits to growing your own garden

for food. Therefore, both of your main idea statements might present one of these
benefits.

○ As you create your main idea statements, think: What similarities can you find in our
text evidence across both sources?

■ Consider looking at your evidence table and circling evidence that discuss one
similar benefit and putting a box around evidence that discusses a second
benefit.

Try to create at least two main ideas based on your evidence . Remember these should be 
consistent with your controlling idea statement, but a little more specific. Then, fill in the planning 
page with your controlling idea, main ideas, and sorted evidence.  
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Use the space below to begin planning your news report with a graphic organizer of your choice. Be sure to 
organize your evidence based on the main idea statements and start to think about how you can elaborate on 
your evidence. 

Controlling Idea: 

Main Idea 1: 

Evidence: 

Main Idea 2: 

Evidence: 
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Tuesday 
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The special report begins your news report. Write your first main idea statement there. Then, begin your evidence and 
elaboration.  

 Special report:__________________________________________ 

Write your second main idea statement below. Then, begin your evidence and elaboration. 

More about Growing your own garden: 
___________________________________________________________ 
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Wednesday  
 

 
Directions: Complete a self-check to edit and revise your news report. Then prepare your 
presentation!  
 

 
 

Congratulations!! Thank you for all of your hard work!  
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